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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


DATE October 11, 1996 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE NO. 


FROM: WILLIAM T. STONICH, COMMANDER TO: ARTHUR E. HERRERA, CAPTAIN 
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS CENTURY STATION 


SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS--HIT SHOOTING, APRIL 3, 1996, 
IAB REVIEW #010243 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee’s findings and 
recommendations concerning the hit shooting incident which occurred on April 3, 1996. 


The committee met on October 10, 1996 and consisted of myself and Commanders William 
T. Sams (Field Operations Region I) and Jerry H. Skaggs (Field Operations Region III). 
The committee determined that the use of deadly force by Deputies Francis Espeleta, 

and Rodney Elliott, EJ was within Department policy. Please advise the 
deputies of this finding. 


The committee recommends‘ 
ata 
seeconcealment in this*incidént? 
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“sidewalk which parallels the parking lot. Both Espeleta and Elliott continued to ion 
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INCIDENT SUMMARY 


The summary of this incident is based upon the report, supplemental reports, and 
interviews contained in this package (EXHIBIT A). It also contains information 
obtained verbally by Internal Affairs Investigators and Homicide Investigators from 
the deputies involved, witness deputies, and civilian witnesses. 


‘entury Station, Field Operations Region II, Unit 215A PM, were stopped 
at Success Avenue and Imperial Highway when they heard several gunshots coming 
from the Nickerson Gardens Projects area. 


On oe 3, 1996, Deputy Francis Espeleta, E RN Deputy Rodney Elliott, 


Deputy Espeleta stated that as their attention was drawn to the Nickerson Gardens 
Projects, they noticed numerous individuals appearing to be taking cover along the 
south walls of the complex and looking towards the parking lot. Deputy Espeleta 
was driving the patrol vehicle eastbound when he observed a male, Black, running 


from the center of the projects, turn westbound as parallel Imperial 
Highway. The male Black was later identified i we | 
Peer] Deputy Espeleta indicated that this individual 
appeared to have a “Mac-10” assault pistol in his hand. Deputy Espeleta related that 


when he turned the patrol vehicle into the north curb of Imperial Highway, the 
subject immediately turned around and started running back northbound. 


Deputy Espeleta and his partner, Deputy Elliott, pursued Subject N.. 
foot, yelling at him to stop and put the gun down. Deputy Espeleta said that he was 


focused on Subject and did not notice any other people in the area. According 
to Deputy Espeleta, when he and Deputy Elliott reached an area where the grass 
meets the south portion of the parking area, he (Espeleta) split off to the right and 
took cover by a Chevrolet El Camino. Deputy Elliott was adjacent to him, on the 


at Subject to drop.the weapon. Deputy Espeleta said that Subject] 
between two cars, then dropped the weapon and laid on the ground. 


an 


Deputy Espeleta stated that as he continued to yell at Subjcc k o remain on the 
ground, he heard additional gunshots coming from an angle to his left. He saw a 
male Black (later identified as Suspect/Victim Timothy Coleman, MB/27 

ear the north end of the parking area by 
a gray Chevrolet Suburban pointing a gun directly at him and firing more rounds. 
Deputy Espeleta ducked behind the El Camino and fired five shots in the direction 
of Suspect/Victim Coleman. He then lost sight of Suspect Coleman and returned 
his focus to Subject who was still laying on the ground. Deputy Espeleta 
speculated that Suspect Coleman was on the ground. However, he remained at his 
position behind the El Camino until assistance arrived and other deputies handcuffed 
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Suspect Coleman and Subject[f-1t was at that time that he (Espeleta) learned 
that Suspect Coleman had been shot. y 


Deputy Espéleta was carrying “his department issued Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm 
pistol and he had it loaded with fifteen rounds in'the magazine and one round in the 
chamber. The weapon was taken to the Firearms Section of the Crime Lab for 
ballistic testing and comparison. 

Deputy Rodney Elliott stated essentially the same as Deputy.Espeleta. However, he 
added that when he observed Subject he (Elliott) requested additional units to 
assist- them: Deputy Elliott fired two rounds in rapid succession and then a third 
round at Suspect Coleman. He saw Suspect Coleman crouch down in front of a 
Ford. Témpo that was parked just south of the gray Chevrolet Suburban. Suspect 
Coleman then fired ‘two more rounds in the direction of Deputy Espeleta and then- 
retreated’ behind the Chevrolet Suburban. Deputy Elliott and Deputy Espeleta 
yelled at Suspect Coleman to drop the weapon, put his hands out straight, and to 
crawl out front between the vehicles. Elliott indicated that while his focus was on 
thie’Chevy Suburban, he noticed that there was a chrome handgun on the hood of that 
vehicle. Deputy Elliott related that Suspect Coleman finally crawled on to the 
sidewalk..He stated that after the shooting stopped, a large crowd started gathering 
and were becoming extremely boisterous. Deputy -Elliott said that hé and Deputy 
Espeleta maintained their position until additional units arrived. 


Deputy Elliott told Investigators that there was no doubt in his mind that Suspect 
Coleman pointed the gin directly. at him and fired. He indicated that Suspect 
“Coleman knew that he and Espeleta were deputies because they were both in full 
uniform. He also stated that after he fired at Suspect Coleman, he (Coleman) was 
still sfanding and fired two more rounds at Deputy Espeleta. Deputy Elliott stated 
that he did not see Subject| re: his weapon. 


TAB ‘Note: It was-daylight and clear. The tenants of the projects 
“are predominantly Black and Hispanic. Deputy Elliott is a male 
White with blonde hair. 


Deputy Elliott was carrying his department. issued Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm pistol 
which he normally loads with fifteen rounds in the magazine and one round in the 
chamber. Detective Robert Taylor, # Homicide Bureau, Detective Division, 
‘retrieved the weapon from him and found it to be loaded with-twelve rounds in the 
magazine and one in the chamber. i 


MS Oo O ae “° that she 
was in hér backyard hanging-up laundry on the clothes line, when she saw-a person 
who she knows only as the security guard (Suspect/Victim Timothy Coleman) in å 
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white Chevrolet Camaro. It appeared as though Suspect/Victim Coleman was 
pulling out of the parking lot. Witness tated that Coleman is not a security 
guard at the location but everybody in the Projects refer to him as a security guard 
because he states that’s his occupation and he ‘always has a gun. She also saw a 
young male, Black, approximately sixteen years old, (Subject II caring 
a black jacket with his hair in braids, walk to the sidewalk directly. in front of the 
gray, Chevrolet Suburban. Subject began arguing with Suspect/Victim 
Coleman. Witness ME cated that Subject was standing approximately ten 
‘feet away from her. She then saw Subject remove a small chrome handgun , 
from somewhere in the front of his clothing. Witness aid she yelled at her 
ae E] MH/5, to get in the house. As she was watching her firon 
into the house, she_heard shots being fired. She attempted to enter the house; 
however, when herJentered the loéation, he locked the door. Witness Bic 
she ran westbound, went through a neighbor’s residence and entered her residence 
from the front. 


Witnes d: «i that she continued hearing shots being fired; however, she did 
not know who was doing the shooting. She stated that she did-not look out of the 
window after that because she was afraid. 


Witness a 8, e e a re icles 


in Nickerson Gardens Projects and stated that he is a personal ‘friend of Subject 
He also said that Subject is-a “Bounty Hunter”. gang member with a 


he has known Subject ib Suspect Coleman for approximately five years. 
Witnes tated that he was present when the shooting took place. 


vio B stated -that he was EE in his residence when he saw Subject 
HB stan ing on.the sidewalk;.and. Suspect Coleman was standing by: the open 
door of his white. Chevrolet Camero. He said that Coleman and ere arguing. 
According-to"Witness| Subject} ulled ‘out a‘chrome handgun from the 
‘ front.part of: his clothing: Suspect.Coleman. pj ut a black revolver and pointed 
it at Witness iiiifrelated that Subject as moving to the right as if to 
take*cover in.front of. the gray Chevrolet Suburban. Witnes II said that .he 
believed’ the~correct sequence was Suspect ‘Coleman removed his gun: first and 
Subject moved his gun as he was ducking behind the Chevy Surburban. As 
soon as he:saw that both lind Coleman Kad firearms, no- to the 
ground {said he immediately heard rounds.being fired. He did not see who 
‘fired first and he remained on the ground for quite some time. 


Witness said that while he was on the ground, Subject fran by him 
southbound toward the end of the parking lot and took cover behind a Chevrolet El 
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Camino. According tof Subject J firea four or five rounds, and moments 


later, came running back towards him. Witnés aid that he could hear the 
deputies yelling, “Drop the gun. i: ad more shots. He’speculated that 
Suspect Coleman fired the shots. Witness tated that he did not know if the 


deputies fired or not. 


Witness MB ciated that when Subjectin back and laid down near him, the 
weapon he-thrèw on the ground was a “Tec-9,” which was not the weapon that he 
first saw him remove fromhis clothing. 


ie that he is a “Bounty Hunter” gang member and goes by 
the moniker of He.is currently on probation out of the Kenyon Juvenile 
Justice Center. Subject] aid that Suspect Coleman made some smart remark 
to him and then went into his house. A few minutes later, Coleman returned and he 
had a black‘revolver which he thought was a .38 or .357. He indicated that 
when Suspect Coleman walked up, he`was holding the gun behind his back and then 
raised it, shoving the:barrel into his} neck. Subj ect EEE aid he was able to 
pull away from Suspect Coleman and run to hi house where he picked'up a 
.32 caliber pistol. He then returned to a friend’s house and saw Coleman leaving the 
location in his vehicle M eate that he stayed at his friend’s house and played 
Nintendo for.a couple of hours. 


Subject{faid that when he went back outside, he saw Suspect Coleman seated 
in his car in the parking lot. He walked over to the sidewalk and told Suspect 
. Goleman that he wanted to talk. to him. According to Subject J Suspect 
Coleman got out of his car with a gun in his hand. He stated that the gun..was a 
“Tec-9.” He said that Coleman walked up to him with the “Tec-9” in his hand and 
was waving it around and yelling at him said it did not appear to him that 
Suspect Coleman was holding the weapon very well, so ne MM erabbe the 
weapon and ran. He said he*ran around.the front‘of a Suburban ‘Chevrolet. Suspect 
Coleman ran up to the.Suburban on the:north side and ‘startéd shooting at him 
through ‘the windows with a .38. Subjec said he dropped his .32 handgun on 
the: ground and ‘it “went off.” Subject aid he was standing atthe left front 
portion of the Suburban when Suspect Coleman started shooting -through the 
windows at him. Subject stated -that he fired ‘two rounds from the “Tec-9” 
through the windows of the Suburban at Suspect Coleman. Subject A atea that 


he ran ‘arotind the next vehicle and fired three more rounds toward the Suburban _ 


where Suspect Coleman was hiding. Subject A ai that the weapon jammed. 


Subjec M-i that siñcėè he had run out of ammunition and was reloading, he 
ran south to the end of the parking lot by an El Camino, where he cleared the jam 
from the “Tec-9.” Subject lll said he then fired four or five more. rounds in 
Suspect Coleman’s direction. Subject | he was running southbound across 
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the grass and was starting to run westbound paralleling Imperial Highway when he 
saw the deputies. He turned around, and ran back northbound into the parking lot, 
He heard the deputies yelling at him to drop his gun and lay down. Subject 
stated that he dropped his gun‘and laid down, face first. A few seconds later, after 
hearing the ‘deputies again yelling to drop the gun, he heard a couple of shots come 
from where Suspect Coléman was, and then a few more shots. He did not know who 
fired those rounds. 


TAB Note: Subject B er admitted that he had the “Tec-9” 
at the beginning of the incident. He told Investigators that he had 
gone over to a friend’s house by the name of AE who he 
knows as SR He said tg one him the “Tec-9.” 
He strapped .the weapon around his. neck and hid it under his 
coat. : 


Suspect/Victim Coléman.stated that he is a licensed armed security guard and 
carries a loaded weapon only in the course of his on-duty employment at whatever 
assignments he'is given. 


Suspect/Victim Coleman stated that earlier in the day, he was walking alone to the 
liquor store-at Imperial Highway.and Compton Avenue. As he walked through the 
projects he saw a’male black subject about fourteen to sixteen years of age, whom he 
knows by sight as another resident of the projects. The subject (later determined to 
be Subjec was with a younger male black companion. He saw 


- throw a soda can across the roof of a nearby building, striking the ground Close to a 


Suspect/Victim Coleman told them that Subject threw the can at them. 
Subject ccame angry at Coleman and yelled, “I know you finked on me! I’m 
gonna shoot your. ass!”. Suspect/Victim Coleman said that Subj ceace 


group of girls. The girls accused him subject of throwing the can at them. 


behind his‘back with-his righthand. Believing that [was reaching for a weapon 
‘Coleman:displayed ‘his gun and,told think about it!” subject ll 


responded, “Oh, it’s-on.now!’=Subject| then:ran.north toward:1 15th Street. 


Sůspecy/Victim- Coleman related: that he went ‘to: his.car,and.drove away from the 


‘apartments.“Coleman indicated th eturned .to:the Projects: approximately two 
hours ‘later. He stated that Subject as walking eastbound toward him across 
the parking lot. Subject as wearing a long black jacket reached under 


the left side of the jacket and pulled out a large black assault type weapon, gripped it 


. in his right hand and said, “I’m gonna get your ass right now!” Coleman stated that 


he got in his car and retrieved his unloaded gun. ‘He started loading his revolver with 
six loose rounds he had in a bag with two full “speed loaders.” Suspect/Victim 
Coleman indicated that Subject alked away from his (Coleman) car and 
north across: 115th Street: Coleman. said-he placed the loaded gun between the 
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passenger seat and the center console, started hi car, pulled out of the parking space 
and started driving north toward the exit. He was nearing the driveway when Subject 
walked back across the street, into the parking Jot, about twenty feet west of 
the driver’s side of his (Coleman) car. Subject ulled out a chrome handgun 
and started shooting. At least one round went through ’Coleman’s glass-less driver’s 
window, through the car, and shattered the right-passenger window of the vehicle. 
Suspect/Victim Coleman ducked, grabbed his gun, put it on the*window sill of the 
driver’s door and fired two shots at Subject iil ie said that’ Subject ran 
southbound, backwards, for approximately forty to fifty feet continuously shooting* 
at Coleman as he ran. According to Coleman, Subject} ‘an south, then turned 
and ran back towards him. Colemaia said he fired one ör two more rounds, and then 
ran to the rear of the Suburbari and took cover behind the side of the vehicle. 
Suspect/Victim Coleman related that he was shot in the top of the head by a round 
that came through the window. The impact threw his head back-and he ducked down 
under the window. Coleman said he fired back, through the Suburban side window. 
He then_moved to the front of the Suburban. Suspect/Victim Coleman said he saw 
Subject! t the rear of a parked car holding the large black assault weapon and 
shooting toward him. Coleman said he was out of bullets. He saw Subjec 
begin‘ fumbling with the assault weapon as though it was jammed. At this time, 
Coleman said he ran back to his car, emptied his gun in the back seat of the car, re- 
loaded, with a speedy loader and ran back to the Suburban. 


Suspect/Victim Coleman stated that he saw Subject n south toward Imperial 
Highway and disappear behind the corner of the building M suddenly 
reappeared running: north toward him on the sidewalk. Coleman indicated that he 
fired Ao wo or three times from the front of the Suburban. ‘He turned to his 
right and felt himself shot in the back of the right leg. As he turned and was falling 
to the sidewalk, he saw the deputies, he says, for the first time. He-insisted that he 
never fired at any police. 


Suspect/Victim Timothy Coleman received a through and through bullet wound to 
his lef(Jower'leg, and a bullet.entrance wound to the left:side of his head. The bullet 
was imbedded between the ‘skull .and. the scalp . and’the impact had ‘apparently 
splintered t bone on the inside of the skull causing a. subdural hematoma. Coleman 
was listed i-‘guarded” condition. He was ; awake, alert, and responsive although he 
had not been anesthetized. 
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